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Live, Interactive Broadband Sessions from Canada

December 9-12, 2003

at The World Summit on Information Societies

Tuesday, December 9

2:30 – 3:30

Tele-medicine from Newfoundland

The challenges involved in delivering health services to residents of rural and remote regions of Newfoundland and Labrador include inadequate access to information and services, the difficulty of recruiting and retaining health care providers, climate, and high costs. Innovations in information technology, however, are beginning to present solutions to these challenges. 

Patricia Dwyer R.N., MSc(c), Associate Director TETRA Programs and Michael Mooney, Associate Director, Technical Services will join from St. John’s, Nfld. to discuss the model, demonstrate diagnostic images, and how medical services can be offered to remote communities.

TETRA, an entity within Memorial University of Newfoundland, has been involved in over 30 tele-medicine projects, many of which have become ongoing services. TETRA plays an integral role in moving applications from concept to implementation, in assisting the users to define their requirements, in identifying the appropriate partner(s) to build and support the application, and in acting as the broker between the user and applications provider.  TETRA acts as a primary integrator of user applications, dealing with all aspects of the cycle from user needs assessment through concept to design, implementation, training and support, and monitoring the ongoing performance of the application and making revisions/adjustments as required.  The Centre was pleased to receive recently the 2000 President’s Award for The Advancement of Tele-medicine from the American Telemedicine Association. 
4:00 – 5:00

MusicGrid

Participating students will be from:  Holy Heart Secondary School in St. John’s, Nfld, Ulluriaq School in Kangisqsualujjuag, Quebec and the International School in Geneva.

A throat singing class will be lead by Karen Kettler as well students will share in a cultural exchange of music. 

Karen is an Inuk whose mother is from Kangiqsualujjuaq, but raised Karen in the South. Karen eventually went to university, became a teacher, and went to work in Tasiujaq (a community west of us). Karen was interested in her roots as an Inuk and began to study throat singing and drum dancing. She travelled to many of the neighboring communities and to Nunavut to speak with elders and really master her new interest. Since that time she has performed in many concerts in Canada. She has also travelled to some of the 14 communities to teach throat singing and drum dancing to students in the schools. 

Wednesday, December 10

2:30 – 3:30
Tele-Learning: TETRA, Science Centre, and SmartLabrador: 

The Newfoundland Science Centre (NSC), located in downtown St. John's, was established to spark curiosity and inspire interest and participation in science. Partnerships for the development and delivery of "Science To Go", an outreach program to bring science center activities to the classroom via videoconferencing technology, has been established with TETRA and SmartLabrador. The demonstration will consist of a live classroom session between the conference site, students from a community in Labrador, and Science Centre staff located at TETRA.
4:00 – 5:30

Smart Fair 

Participants will include Cyberfestival workshop members in Geneva and the Chiefs of Keewaytinook Okimakanak in Winnipeg, Manitoba as well as two First Nations (Fort Severn and North Spirit Lake) in Northwestern Ontario.

Jesse Fiddler, K-Net's Multi-media Manager will share findings from the Cyberfestival WSIS event along with other workshop participants about on-line resources in the maintenance and development of First Nation culture and languages. The communities will share their stories about the development and use of these communication tools to support their socio-economic initiatives. The objective of the session is to provide an interactive forum for WSIS participants and the First Nations to share and exchange their stories on-line. 

CERN Booth

3:00 – 4:00

Live Interactive Broadband Haptic Demonstration
Two haptic enabled Freedom 6S devices will be linked live through European and Canadian broadband networks.  The device designated as the “Doctor” in Geneva can manipulate and “feel” its interaction with the device designated as the “Patient” located in the CRC Badlab in Canada.

Thursday, December 11

1:30 – 2:30

Live Interactive Broadband Haptic Demonstration
Two haptic enabled Freedom 6S devices will be linked live through European and Canadian broadband networks.  The device designated as the “Doctor” in Geneva can manipulate and “feel” its interaction with the device designated as the “Patient” located in the CRC Badlab in Canada.

2:30 – 3:30

First Nations Schools
Participants will include First Nations SchoolNet Regional Management Organizations (RMOs) from Sydney, Nova Scotia, Sioux Lookout, Ontario, Winnipeg, Manitoba and LaRonge, Saskatchewan linking with Indigenous representatives attending WSIS and the Global Forum for Indigenous People. This session will showcase some of the work being completed in each of these parts of Canada in connecting First Nation schools to broadband applications and services. 

4:00 – 5:00
Smart Labrador– Socio and Economic Opportunities Video
The Labrador Heritage Mall, an e-commerce project that focuses on the promotion of Labrador's cultural, craft and tourism industries, and on the development and promotion of e-business as a tool for small business growth and economic development, will be discussed by Sheila Downer, CEO SmartLabrador, from the community of Forteau, Labrador.

SmartLabrador is combining an innovative hybrid network with nine Smart Services to bring equal opportunity for all Labrador communities to enter the information age and gain access to the global economy. These services will empower remote communities by: providing access to information and services; enabling services in health, education and community life; informing residents about current issues; and celebrating unique natural and cultural heritage.

SmartLabrador is using a 'people first' approach: providing training, mentoring and support to foster economic, social and cultural development within the Labrador community. The project has used innovative technologies for enhanced services to enable the traditional way of life. 

Friday, December 12

2:30 – 3:30

Tele-justice 
The justice system in Labrador faces huge challenges in providing services in a timely manner to remote communities. The Department of Justice is researching the use of two-way interactive video-conferencing for bail hearings, witness deposition and conducting other judicial proceedings. Using technology for these services will not only be more cost effective and efficient for the justice system but also for the families of witnesses or the accused, who often have to travel for a week or more to attend court.  Cindy Robbins, SmartLabrador Communications & Smart Services Manager, located in Forteau, Labrador will discuss via video the Telejustice program.

CERN Booth

1:30 – 2:30

Live Interactive Broadband Haptic Demonstration
Two haptic enabled Freedom 6S devices will be linked live through European and Canadian broadband networks.  The device designated as the “Doctor” in Geneva can manipulate and “feel” its interaction with the device designated as the “Patient” located in the CRC Badlab in Canada.

4:00 – 5:30

MusicGrid
Participants will be:  Music Conservatory of Geneva and Holy Heart of Mary Secondary School in St. John’s, NFld. 

The Geneva Conservatory Session, will consist of a jazz ensemble performance of works composed by the Conservatory students. Musical improvisation from the Geneva students will be highlighted as the performers play with the jazz ensemble in Newfoundland. There will also be musical interaction between contemporary jazz performers at both sites as well as a discussion in the performance of new music techniques. Memorial University Music Professor Paul Bendzsa and Geneva Conservatory Professor, Emile Ellberger will be leading this session.
